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the moon, and save for 6,250 miles of paved macadamized
highways, the rest, with their ruts, holes, pits, and rickety
bridges, scarcely sufficed for the peasant cart and were
useless for motor vehicles. " The real curse of the land,"
says Grinko, " is its roads ". The chief reason is the
scarcity of stone. The peasant said, "Why worry? The
roads will be hard in winier time." The heavy frosts make
rivers and streams like macadamized boulevards. But
what of the summer time and the mud and dust ? The
old roads no longer meet Soviet needs.

The First Five-Year Plan, therefore, called for 22,500
miles of newly macadamized and modernized highways,
with orders to each town and village to repair and maintain
its local ways. The roads were overhauled. The age of
the motor-car had come.

The Third Five-Year Plan provides for 128,000 miles
of new road, and an increase of motor-cars from 570,000 to
1,700,000.

Two million chauffeurs are to receive their training.
The deserts, with their endlessly shifting sands, are to be
provided with half-track motor-cars, run on two rubber
tracks, laid down, like caterpillars, by rollers. These swift
" mechanized camels " will leplace the old slow caravans
of the deserts and the reindeer and dog teams of the
Arctic regions.

A network of air lines links the far-distant places of the
Soviet Union with the centie. Many of these lines, such
as that from Moscow to Tiflis, Tashkent, and Alma-Ata,
are 3,000 miles long. The line from Minsk to Kamchatka,
via Vladivostok, is 8,000 miles, twice as far as from London
to Bombay.

Regular air services are established between Moscow
and Berlin, Paris, Stockholm, Iran.

(in)

Transport by water is cheaper than transport by rail or
road,  and will relieve the pressure upon both.    Soviet
rivers are  immense,   capable  of carrying vast loads  qf'
freightage.                                                                  * S